
TOWN OF TEMPLETON 
WARRANT FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

MARCH 8, 2000 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
WORCESTER, ss. 
 
 To either of the Constables of the Town of Templeton in said County: 
 

GREETINGS: 
 

 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to 
notify and warn the Inhabitants of the precincts of the Town of Templeton, County of 
Worcester, qualified to vote in elections and town affairs to meet at the Narragansett 
Regional High School, 464 Baldwinville Road, Baldwinville, MA on Wednesday, March 
8, 2000, at 7:00 PM, then and there to act on the following articles: 
 
Article 1 To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Board of Selectmen to petition 

the General court to adopt necessary legislation which upon acceptance by 
the Town, would combine the Water Department and the Light 
Department under the authority of a single Municipal Lighting and Water 
Plant and a single Light and Water Commission and to repeal or amend 
any previous special acts in order to carry out the intent of this article, or 
to take any other vote or votes in relation thereto. 

 
 On a motion duly made and seconded the Town voted to accept an 

amendment to Article 1 to read as follows: 
  
 AN ACT ABOLISHING THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER OF THE 

TOWN OF TEMPLETON UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
SELECTMEN OF SAID TOWN AND ESTABLISHING A WATER 
DEPARTMENT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE TEMPLETON 
MUNICIPAL LIGHTING PLANT 

 
 Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
  
 Section 1.  Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, there shall be 

established in the Town of Templeton, a Water Department, under the 
jurisdiction of the Templeton Municipal Lighting Plant.  Upon the 
effective date of this act, the Templeton Municipal Lighting Plant shall be 
known as the “Templeton Municipal Lighting and Water Plant”, shall 
have all powers contained in General Law Chapter One Hundred and 
Sixty-Four and otherwise, and all powers and duties now and from time to 
time vested by general or special law and by by-law in the Water 
Department of said town, and the Department of Water under the 
jurisdiction of the Selectmen shall be abolished.  The books of accounts of 



the Light Plant and Water Plant shall be kept separate and the Water Plant 
shall continue to operate as an enterprise fund until changed by law. 

 
 Section 2.  The Manager of the Templeton Municipal Lighting and Water 

Plant shall exercise and perform such of the powers, rights and duties 
transferred to him under section one above and those contained in General 
Law Chapter One Hundred and Sixty-Four and otherwise as he may from 
time to time designate.  He shall be specially fitted by education, training 
and experience to perform the duties of his office and need not be a 
resident of the town during his tenure of office.  He shall be responsible 
for the efficient exercise and performance of such powers, rights and 
duties. 

 
 During his tenure he shall hold no other elective or appointive office nor 

engage in any other business or occupation.  He shall appoint such 
assistants, agents and employees as the exercise and performance of his 
powers, rights and duties may require.  He shall render to the Selectmen, 
as often as they may require, a full report of all operations under his 
control during the period reported upon, and annually, and from time to 
time as required by the Selectmen, shall make a synopsis of such reports 
for publication and shall keep the Selectmen fully advised as to the needs 
of the town within the scope of his duties, and shall annually, not less than 
one hundred and twenty days prior to the expiration of the fiscal year of 
said town, furnish to the Selectmen a carefully prepared and detailed 
estimate in writing of the appropriations required during the next 
succeeding fiscal year for the proper exercise and performance of all said 
rights and duties.  The permanent employees of the Department of Water 
under the jurisdiction of the Selectmen of the Town of Templeton 
abolished by this act shall be transferred to and become employees of the 
Templeton Municipal Lighting and Water Plant and every employee so 
transferred who immediately prior to such transfer was subject to section 
nine A of chapter thirty or to chapter thirty-one of the General Laws under 
a permanent appointment and who has served a probationary period shall 
continue to serve subject to the provisions of said section nine A of 
chapter thirty or said chapter thirty-one as the case may be, whether or not 
thereafter reclassified, and shall retain all rights to holidays, sick leave and 
vacations in effect on the effective date of this act. 

 
 Section 3.  This act shall be submitted to the votes of the Town of 

Templeton for acceptance at the annual town election in the year two 
thousand or any other election, in the form of the following question, 
which shall be placed on the official ballot to be used for the election of 
town officers at said election:--“Shall an act passed by the General Court 
in the year two thousand, entitled ‘an Act Abolishing the Department of 
Water of the Town of Templeton Under the Jurisdiction of the Selectmen 
of Said Town and Establishing a Water Plant Under the Jurisdiction of the 



Templeton Municipal Light Plan,’ be accepted?”  If a majority of the votes 
cast in answer to this question is in the affirmative, this act shall take 
effect one hundred and twenty days following the vote.  If this act is not 
accepted as provided in this section, it shall thereupon become null and 
void. 

 Amendment Passed 7:17, Main Motion Passed 7:47 

 

Article 2 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
acquire the following parcels of land, through any and all legal means 
(donation, purchase or eminent domain), for the purpose of obtaining 
secure and public rights-of-way: specifically to allow reconstruction, 
drainage and roadway safety improvements on Route 101 (Dudley Road). 

  
  

Parcel Owner Parcel ID Parcel Size 
 

Jeffrey S. & Walter L. Lawrence E-1 1700 sq. ft. 

Randy J. Lawrence E-2 400 sq. ft. 

Gerry & Phyllis A. Villeneuve E-3 410 sq. ft. 

Donald L. Racette E-4 1340 sq. ft. 

Donald L. Racette E-5 4250 sq. ft. 

Pamela A. Racette E-6 400 sq. ft. 

Suzanne E. Racette E-7 400 sq. ft. 

Douglas Haley E-8 435 sq. ft. 

James P. & Sherry A. Allen E-9 405 sq. ft. 

Richard S. Kendall E-10 400 sq. ft. 

Patricia J. Hill E-11 400 sq. ft. 

John & Elizabeth Zimmerman E-12 400 sq. ft. 

 
 On a motion duly made and seconded the Town voted authorize the Board 

of Selectmen to acquire the above parcels of land, through any and all 
legal means (donation, purchase or eminent domain), for the purpose of 
obtaining secure and public rights-of-way:  specifically to allow 
reconstruction, drainage and roadway safety improvements on Route 101 
(Dudley Road). 

 Passed 7:58 by 2/3 Vote 

 

Article 3 To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $80,000.00 from 
available funds (Free Cash) to the Group Insurance Account. 

 
 On a motion duly made and seconded the Town voted to transfer the sum 

of $80,000.00 from available funds (Free Cash) to the Group Insurance 
Account. 

 Passed 8:01 

 



Meeting Adjourned 8:03 
Meeting Attendance 3-8-00 STM 
Precinct A B Total 
 39 45 84 
 

And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting attested 
 copies thereof in each Precinct; namely at the Post Office in Templeton, the Post Office 
in East Templeton, the Post Office in Baldwinville, the Town Office Building in Otter 
River, and Cote’s Market in Otter River, fourteen (14) days at least before the time of 
holding said meeting and by causing notice of the same to be published once in the 
Gardner News, a newspaper in said County in the City of Gardner.  
 
 Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant with your doings 
thereon to the Town Clerk before the day of said meeting. 
 
 Given under our hands and seals this 22nd day of February, 2000. 
 
       BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
       Thomas Martin, Chairman 
       Gladys Salame, Clerk 
       Edie Kosakowski 
       Patrick Dunlavey 
A True Copy, ATTEST: 
 
Neil Cullen 
Constable of Templeton 
 

OFFICER’S RETURN 
 

WORCESTER, ss.     February 23, 2000 
 
 This is to certify that I have served the within warrant by posting attested copies 
thereof in each precinct, namely; a the Post Office in Templeton, the Post Office in East 
Templeton, the Post Office in Baldwinville, the Town Office Building in Otter River, and 
Cote’s Market in Otter River, and by delivering a copy to the Precinct Clerks in each 
Precinct, fourteen (14) days at least before the time of holding said meeting, and have 
caused notice of the same to be published once in the Gardner News, a newspaper 
published in said County. 
 
       Neil A. Cullen 
       Constable of Templeton 
 
A True Copy, ATTEST: 
 
Sheila R. Tallman 



Town Clerk of Templeton 
 
 
  
 
  
 


